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What is the NAT?

The National Achievement Test (NAT) is a 
locally-made standardized test designed to 
determine pupils/students’ achievement level, 
strengths and weaknesses in five key curricular 
subject areas at the end of the school year.
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What is the purpose of the NAT?

The NAT was developed to measure what pupils/students in 
Grade Three, Grade Six and Second Year know and can do in five 
subject areas:  Science, Mathematics, English, Filipino, and HeKaSi 
(Heograpiya, Kasaysayan at Sibika) in elementary and Araling 
Panlipunan in secondary level.

Specifically, the test aims to:

1. provide empirical information on the achievement level of
pupils/students in Grade Three, Grade Six and Second Year to
serve as guide for policy makers, administrators, curriculum
planners, supervisors, principals and teachers in their
respective courses of action.

2.  identify and analyze variations on achievement levels across
the years by region, division, school and other variables

3.  determine the rate of improvement in basic education with
respect to individual schools within certain time frames.
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Who are the target clienteles of the NAT?

Grade 3 - public schools only

Grade 6 - both public and private
schools

Year 2 - both public and private 
schools



TEST NAT G3 NAT G6 NAT Y2

Subject Area Coverage 1.  Science 1.  Science 1.  Science

2.  Mathematics 2.  Mathematics 2.  Mathematics

3.  English 3.  English 3.  English

4.  Filipino 4.  Filipino 4.  Filipino

5.  HeKaSi 5. Araling

 

Panlipunan

Number of Items Per 

 
Subject

30 40 60

Total Number of Items 120 200 300
7

What is the coverage of the NAT and 
how many test items does it comprise?
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What features characterize the NAT?

• A multiple-choice test
• A sampling of competencies intended for the

whole year coverage
• A standardized test with mostly moderately

difficult items
• Anchored on Bloom’s Taxonomy of Cognitive

Objectives/Dimensions
• High-Ordered Thinking Skills (HOTS) 
• The performance of an examinee is compared to

the performance of a national populace.
• The rating is expressed in percentage score or

percent of correct responses.
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What is the rationale of DepEd in administering the 
NAT in Grade Three, Grade Six and Second Year?

The NAT, which is a system-based 
assessment, was specifically designed to gauge 
learning outcomes across target levels in identified 
periods of basic education. In particular, it spans 
from mid assessment of elementary education 
which falls on the third grade, and then to a 
terminal exit assessment which falls on the sixth 
grade.  The test results in NAT-Grade Six can 
likewise serve as measurement of incoming first 
year students’ readiness for high school. 

On the other hand, the NAT for Second Year high school 
serves as mid assessment of the secondary level.



Issues:

1. Testbooklets and Answer Sheets 
allocation.

2. Private Schools without permit.
3. “Interventions”

 
before and during 

test administration.
4. Retrieval of Test Materials
5. Website Data
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

 
On NAT administration
“By measuring our students’

 
strengths, weaknesses and 

achievement levels, we can derive ways on how the present 
education system can be further improved.”



 
On NAT results improvement
“From 2006-2009, the percentage increase of 21.36 percent 
was achieved. This only indicates a steady improvement in 
primary education in the country’s public school system.”

Key Messages 



Key Messages 
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

 

On NAT as Report Card
“NAT is just a part of DepEd’s

 
report card and the whole education 

system. Results of this indicator will help us formulate appropriate 
interventions aimed at improving the education system.”



 

Behind the NAT results improvement
“The improvement we see in the performance of our students are the 
fruits of the commitment and hard work of all stakeholders in education 
–

 
the whole DepEd

 
family, the community and the private sector.”



 

The Challenge
“We have to keep the commitment and hard work we put in education.”



13

End of Presentation...End of Presentation...
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